Le futur, qu’est-ce que c’est?

In French, when we talk about something that is going to happen or that will/shall happen later, we use the future. As in English, there are two main types of the future expression:

1/- The immediate future (in English Going to+Verb)

The French structure is: ALLER (in the PRESENT) + VERB (in the INFINITIVE form, ie ending in ER, IR or RE).




Je vais




Tu vas




Il/Elle/On va


+ chanter/choisir/boire …




Nous allons




Vous allez




Ils /Elles vont 


2/- The other possibility is to use the Future tense (in English will/shall+Verb)

The French structure is: INFINITIVE form of the VERB + specific ENDINGS (if you look carefully, it’s AVOIR in the PRESENT).



Je




+ AI




Tu


chanter
+ AS




Il/Elle/On

choisir

+ A




Nous


boir(e)

+ ONS




Vous




+ EZ




Ils/Elles



+ ONT

 For ER and IR verbs, simply add the endings, but for RE verbs, do not forget to drop the E before adding the endings!

Of course, there are some irregular verbs in the future. You only need to alter the stem:

ETRE becomes

SER + endings

AVOIR becomes

AUR + endings

ALLER becomes

IR + endings

FAIRE becomes

FER + endings

[image: image1.wmf]These are some clues that you may use to spot the future:

“Demain”




“Après (demain)”



“Plus tard”

“Ensuite”

“Ce soir”

“Cet après midi”

“Pendant les vacances”

Tu as tout compris? A toi!

Je (chanter)




Elles (écrire)

Tu (jouer)




Je (prendre)

Il (voyager)




Tu (boire)

Elle (travailler)



Il (aller)

On (habiter)



Elle (faire)

Nous (finir)




Nous (être)

Vous (dormir)



Vous (avoir)

Ils (choisir)




Ils (être)
